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It is astonishing how things go in cycles and our
industry is no different. Forty years ago
researchers were starting to get to grips with
issues of indoor air pollution, then linked to
smoking, radon gas, and "sick building syndrome".
A huge body of evidence began to be amassed
and techniques such as air leakage testing using
pressurisation and tracer gas methods were born.
These are now taken for granted, developed,
refined, and turned into BS, CEN and ISO standards
that apply across the world.
The recent sudden (well, sudden by construction
standards) rush to meet legal energy targets for
buildings has quite rightly focussed on reducing
demands, re-using heat and cold and supplying

what remaining demand there is with low carbon,
highly efficient devices. Just for a little while we
have taken our eye off the Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)
ball. It is time to re-focus efforts to make sure
that in our aims to be energy meagre we don't
swap one set of problems for another.
I too am part of this cycle, having been on the
first wave of IAQ research but it is now time to
pass on the BSRIA baton I have advised our Board
and staff that I intend to stand down as BSRIA CEO
in April 2014. The search is now on for my
successor but from what I can see there is plenty
of enthusiasm and talent around to see BSRIA
thrive and grow as it has done in the past decade.
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The views in this publication are not necessarily
those held by BSRIA or its Members.

BSRIA BRIEFING 2012 REPORT
Delegates to the 2012 BSRIA Briefing debate the options for
decarbonising the building environment Clare Sinclair reports
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Just how “zero carbon” is code 6? James Parker
evaluates the energy performance of a parsonage built
to the Church of England’s parsonage design guide
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Hybrid renewable energy technologies are beginning
to enter the market. Krystyna Dawson assesses the
market’s development
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Publications News/David Bleicher

Coming up soon
BSRIA’s pubications cover a wide range of topics relating
to building services and construction David Bleicher gives
an update on the latest and upcoming guides
BSRIA published two new guides in
January. BG 43/2013 Flexible Ductwork
provides clarity over design, installation
and maintenance of flexible ductwork. It
aims to improve the performance,
energy efficiency, fire safety, durability
and hygiene of ventilation systems. BG
44/2013 Seasonal Commissioning outlines
the tasks and activities that fall under
the scope of seasonal commissioning,
and the reasons for carrying it out. It
focuses on what seasonal commissioning
is and the issues surrounding it, rather
than explaining how to carry it out.
Published in June, BG 47/2013
Designing and constructing for airtightness
provides the industry with an insight
into how to achieve a pass on the first
airtightness test. Aimed primarily at
commercial buildings, it gives examples
of good and bad practice in common
construction types for walls, roofs and
penetrations. For more information and
to download or order copies,
go to www.bsria.co.uk/goto/
designingforairtightness.
With the improvements in
airtightness, and increased use of systems
such as Mechanical Ventilation with
Heat Recovery (MVHR), getting the
ventilation right in dwellings has
become more critical. BSRIA has
written guidance on appropriate
methods and equipment for measuring

airflow rates. This was released in
February as an exposure draft. The final
publication, BG 46/2013 Domestic
ventilation systems is now available as a
hard copy and free pdf download:
www.bsria.co.uk/services/compliance/v
entilation-testing.
Next to be published will be BG
45/2013 How to procure Soft Landings.
This was written to help public and
private sector clients and main
contractors procure Soft Landings
services from their construction supply
chains. For more information and to
download or order copies, go to
www.bsria.co.uk/bookshop.
Three new publications are planned
for the next quarter: Commissioning Air
Systems, A practical guide to building
thermal modelling, and Water treatment for
closed building services systems. Later in
2013, new guidance will be published
on Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) and
sizing control valves in variable flow
systems. We will also publish new
editions of our popular Illustrated Guide
to Electrical Building Services and Design
Framework for Building Services
publications.
Our full range of publications can be
browsed at www.bsria.co.uk/bookshop.
David Bleicher is BSRIA’S publications manager.
Contact david.bleicher@bsria.co.uk; 01344 465 589

BSRIA aims to provide independent, authoritative
guidance for the building services industry systems
DAVID BLEICHER
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Membership and training/Michael Doig

Time out
BSRIA TRAINING COURSES

BSRIA NETWORK EVENTS

PROJECT MANAGEMENT FOR BUILDING
SERVICES
Delegates will gain an understanding of
the eight stage process that will ensure
improved project delivery and ultimately
better buildings.

ENERGY AND SUSTAINABILITY
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE LIGHTS GO
OUT?
Delegates will hear what the probability of
loss of load might be in the UK, what this
might mean for them, and how difficulties
could be avoided.

www.bsria.co.uk/goto/pmbs

MANAGEMENT OF THE COMMISSIONING
PROCESS
An eight stage process which will
improve the management of the
commissioning stage. It aims to bridge
the gap between design and in-use
performance.
www.bsria.co.uk/goto/comp

BUSINESS
CHIEF ENGINEERS MEETING
First meeting reviewing technical issues
and support for the industry and the
possibility of a Network going forward.

O&M BENCHMARKING
LOOKING AT INDUSTRY UPDATES

INTRODUCTION TO BIM
To keep up with this fast-moving field,
delegates will gain an understanding of
BIM and an appreciation of how it fits
with their working practices.

Aimed at facilities managers, building
owner operators, service providers and
consultants.

www.bsria.co.uk/goto/bimtc

SOFT LANDINGS USER GROUP

UNDERSTANDING BREEAM
The basics of BREEAM will be
presented along with information about
the process and guidance on how to
improve the rating of a building.
www.bsria.co.uk/goto/BREEAM

SOFT LANDINGS LEVEL 1
This course informs delegates about the
process for graduated handover and
aftercare that aims to improve building
performance and occupant satisfaction.

PRE-COMMISSION CLEANING OF
PIPEWORK
Covers the main principles of precommission cleaning, as set out in the
BSRIA guildance - combines lectures,
practical demonstrations and worked
examples. www.bsria.co.uk/goto/pcp
All training courses are in BSRIA’s Bracknell offices
For more information on training courses, contact
David Bleicher on 01344 465589 or
david.bleicher@bsria.co.uk

For more information on network events contact Tracey
Tilbry on 01344 465512 or e-mail
tracey.tilbry@bsria.co.uk

MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & NEWS
BSRIA BRIEFING 2013
CHANGING MARKETS, NEW OPPORTUNITIES
15 NOVEMBER, THE BREWERY, LONDON
The changing nature of business means
that there will be new challenges and
opportunities for the building services and
wider construction industries. Our speakers
will be giving their view of how their
industries are changing and ideas of what
will be expected from their buildings
supply chain in the future.
The Briefing is
followed by the BSRIA
luncheon. The guest
speaker will be Sir
Clive Woodward OBE.
Come and hear from
the man who really
does know how to win
a World Cup!
WEBINARS
Design & Construction for Airtightness 29 May, Ben Cheeseman
Procurement of Soft Landings 26 June, Roderic Bunn

NEW BSRIA MEMBERS

Flowtech Enviro

A1 Flue Systems

Imperial College London

Aquastat Environmental Services

Industrial Air Control

Architype

Karsons Consulting

Auckland Ventilation Services

London Borough of Islington

Bilfinger Project Investments

Mesh Projects

Bowmer & Kirkland Limited

MI Flues

Bracknell & Wokingham College

MTT

Charles Andrews

Network Planning & Maintenance Anglia

Chesterfield Royal Hospital

Prime Developments

Commtech CME FZC

Primotek Associates

Concept Energy Solutons

REAMS GB

Concept Environmental Solutions

SC Horsfield Building Services Engineers

Dadanco

Scion Technical Services

Danfoss

Slade Associates

Dornan Engineering Services

Soft Landings Solutions

ebm-papst UK

St. Edward Homes

EME Installations

The Anslow Partnership

Environmental Building Group

THV Environmental Services

Environmental Commissioning

University of Westminster

and Services
Farrans Construction
Fischer Future Heat UK

Velosi Certification Services - LLC

For more information on BSRIA membership,
www.bsria.co.uk or contact our Membership team
on 01344 465 532 or membership@bsria.co.uk.
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BSRIA ⳮ the built
environment experts
BSRIA gives you confidence in design, added value in
manufacture, competitive advantage in marketing,
profitable construction, and efficient buildings

Whatever your building
services requirement
contact BSRIA:
T: +44 (0)1344 465600
F: +44 (0)1344 465626
E:
bsria@bsria.co.uk
W:
www.bsria.co.uk

Old Bracknell Lane West,
Bracknell, Berkshire,
RG12 7AH, UK
Offices in Bracknell, Beijing, Dunfermline,
Kuala Lumpur, Ottawa, St Helens, Stuutgart
and Toulouse. Associates in Armagh

 Testing

 Troubleshooting

 Modelling

 Information

 Research

 Training

 Consultancy

 Publications

 Instrument hire,

 Market research and

sales and calibration

intelligence

Membership is the foundation of BSRIA’s
expertise and independence

